About Nessebar
Nessebar (also transcribed as Nesebar or Nesebur) is an
ancient town and one of the major seaside resorts on the
Bulgarian Black Sea Coast, located in Burgas Region.
Often referred to as the "Pearl of the Black Sea", Nessebar
is a rich city-museum defined by more than three
millennia of ever-changing history.
It is one of the most prominent tourist destinations and
seaports on the Black Sea, in what has become a popular
area with several large resorts - the largest, Sunny Beach,
is situated immediately to the north of Nessebar.
Nessebar has on several occasions found itself on the
frontier of a threatened empire, and as such it is a town
with a rich history. The ancient part of the town is
situated on a peninsula (previously an island) connected to
the mainland by a narrow man-made isthmus, and it bears
evidence of occupation by a variety of different
civilizations over the course of its existence.
Its abundance of historic buildings prompted UNESCO to
include Nessebar in its list of World Heritage Sites in 1983.
The Ancient city of Nessebar is a unique example of a
synthesis of the centuries-old human activities in the
sphere of culture; it is a location where numerous
civilizations have left tangible traces in single
homogeneous whole, which harmoniously fit in with
nature. The different stages of development of its
residential vernacular architecture reflect the stages of
development of the architectural style on the Balkans and
in the entire East Mediterranean region. The urban
structure contains elements from the second millennium
BC, from Ancient Times and the Medieval period.
The medieval religious architecture, modified by the
imposition of the traditional Byzantine forms, illustrates
ornamental ceramics art, the characteristic painted
decoration for this age. The town has served for over
thousands of years as remarkable spiritual hearth of
Christian culture.
Nessebar lies nestling along a romantic isthmus. Its
cobbled streets, well kept medieval churches, and
timbered houses from the 19th century illustrate its
chequered past. Nessebar's churches can be best described
as a cross between Slav and Greek Orthodox architecture,
and are some of the finest in the area. One of the oldest
towns in Europe, it still exudes the spirit of different ages
and peoples - Thracians, Hellenes, Romans, Slavs,
Byzantines and Bulgarians.
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